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This new M3 is probably the fastest
road car BMW has built. So why
iIs Andrew Frankel unconvinced?
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irst, the good
news, When the
new BMW M3
goes on  sule
mext vy, itwill
have nght=hand
drive and, w
£33,000, will
cost some £ 1500 less than
BMW asked for the bast M3,
the Sport Evolution of 1000,
It is also very, very fast. lis
creator, BMW Motworsport
managing director  Karl-
Heinz Kalbfell, says it could
be geared todo 17 Smph with
[o More power from its new
three-litre six-pot engine.

The bad news? That can
wait for now, If vou want o
clue, cast an cyc over its
shape. Dwoesa’t fook much
like the ald M3, does w?

Then again, maybe you
wouldn't expect it o, The
self~conscious "90s call for
punty of line to replace the
bulging bewinged machizmo
that so distinguished the M3
in the carcfee "80s. The lines
of this M3 are as unaduleer-
aved as vou cowld wish, Ina
photograph, vou might mis-
take it for @ 3251 on over-
ambitous wheels.

But notin the flesh, Fora
start, it is 30mm lower. And
BMW has been careful o
exploit this o the full, con-
centrating all changes o the
bodywork ar ground level,
Thius, you will find a deep
frisnt spoiler, new side skirs
and rear apron which con-
trive visually to Jower the car
further still, Otherwise, save
ascaner of M3 badges on the
rumpy, sides and kickplares
and special acrodynamic
wing mirrors, you have to
loak inside Before you'll find
further resurrection of the
old M3's memory.

Mew front seats with head-
rests that move in unison
with the rodical adjustable
shoulder supports mark this
out o be no ordinary 3-
sericy, #s does the suede-like
upholseery. The familiar M-
badge looms large on the
instrument panel and gear
lever 0s before and, in time-
honoured M-serics style, the
instrument needles are red
and an oil remperaiure guuge
replaces the economy scale:
An inferior that honours the
memaory of the M3 then? In
the muain, yes. After all, vou
can't guibble abour swap-
ping the Motorsport steering
wheel for one with an airbag,
can you? Mot when BMW
will put it back if vou ask
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Doah in iittho difforond

vy ailllor o winning formula?

I spys MO, bl the deiving caporianse B marr 330 eS5i

nicely. But take another look
at that gear lever. M35 used
1o put Arst, not [fth, out on
15 own, in classic racing
style. Wo more. 1e%s a small
point, cspecially as BMW
says a conventional layout is
the more popular, but it is
sigmificant.

Significznt, wo, is the sight
that greets your eyes under
the bonner. Look for a gaily
painted eéngine or scarlet
plug leads and you’ll search
in vain. Al vou'll sée are the
words "BMW M-POWER'
standing prowd s ever of the
crackle black cam covers.
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What vou hove found, in
facy, 15 an engine thar vies
with that of the Honda NSX
for the title of finest six-pot

powerplant made  today.
Developed from the twin-
cam 24-valve M350 engine
that powers 3-series and 5-
series BMWs, it gains o new
capacity of 2090cc and
retmins the VACC vanable
vilve timing svstem (for
VAnable Camshaft Control).
The result is 286bhhp
T000rpm and 236lb ft of
torgue at 3600rpm, M-series
shcionndoes will notice that
the power is identical to that
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Stooring lacks the precision and fecdboack of the old M3, With up to 1.0g cornoering on offer, it should be botior

of the much loved 3.5-litre
Mo35 CSi. As we shall see,

thiz is no coincidence, BMW
claims that is specific output
of 96bhp per litre 15 a record
for a normally aspirated car,
{conven

wic VIi's 9%bhp
3 and calls the torgque
curve, ﬂ..ﬂ; all the way from
3600 to 6000pm, Ayers
Rock. It also points out that,
at idle, it ha OTE TOrgue
than the old M3's enmine
could muster at any speed,
The job of keeping such
energy pointing in the nght
direction is entrusted to a
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chassis that, while sounding
like the fomiliar 3-zeries
cocktail of struts at the front
and mult-link Z-axle at the
rear, has been modified
bevond useful companson.
Maturally spring and damper
rates have been radically
revised, but that is only the
start, Modified mack amms up
front bring new geometry,
the stub axles themselves ane
reinforced and the anti-roll
bar diameter has grown. The
rear benefits from similar
revisions to its anti-roll bar
and control arms, while the
wheel bearings are borrowed

from the 8501 coupe 1o cope
with lateral ascceleration
claimed 1o be over 1.0g.
Other changes include -
ting a variable ratio stecring
rack and massive ventlaved
discs — they are overan inch
|arger than before and come
with a larger master cylinder
and rerated ABS. Power is
fed to the road via a limited-
slip differential and 235/40
ZE17 Michelin  MXX3

tyres, on 7.5%17ins rms. If

you want, B.5ins ims can be
specified at the rear, Mever
let it be said thar BMW cuts

COIMCrs.

Yet, despite such compre-
he behind-the-scenes
anyone who has

driven the latest 3-series will
feel at home as immediately
as any old M3 driver will feel
alienated. BMW showed its
car to the world’s press in
Majorca, and as I motored
gently from Palma to the
mountains I struggled to see
the difference between this
and the 325§ coupe that had
been my transport for the
previous week [1|:=piti:uhv'1-
ously shorter geanng, the M3
is quier and n.Emc-:l com-
fortable and s 'q'nhisti-::au:d, 2
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44 Just like the 325, The
controls reguire no extra
inpur, the gearchange has the
same swift action, the clurch
still bites annoying high in is
travel, True, the seats hold
your body tighter and the
cngine, cven when warming
through, has a more urgent,
higher note, But where was
the thnll, that raw seam of
inspiradon that, in M3s of
yore capiured your heart and
mind a3 s00n as you saw the
car and didn’t let go unl
you were safely home again?

As soon as the oil temper-
ature settled, I determined to
lind out. The first thing 1
discovercd was that, point
o podnt, this s probably the
fasrest car BAMYW has buile. Tt
would crucify an old M3,
string up a new MS and 1M
spare the B50i' blushes, It
scarcely maners what gear
you're in: press the pedal to
the floor and suddenly the
horizon docsn’t seem so for
away after all. The engine,
like thar of the Ferran
5123TH, has a fascinating
complex of whirrs and
prowls at low speed which,
one by one as the revs rise,
defer to make space for a
single, diamond-hard howl
froan 6000rpm 1o the cut-out
at T300rpm. It may have six
cylinders, but the heart and
soul of the M3 hives and
breathes in this engine as
much as ever before.

The same cannot be said
for the chassis and steering.
The old M3's precision, its
essence of all that is good in
aracing car's chassis disalled
into a cvalised road machine,
hos gone, Turm-in,; balance,
feel and agility have been
sacrificed art the altar of the
great God of Grip. [ believe
BMY when it says the M3,
given a decent surface (an
infuriatingly rare commodi-
ty in Majorca) will generace
over 1.0g in comers. I believe
that this ability, the engine
and the tircless brakes will
make it faster point to poaint
than all bar a rarified stram
of cramped quasi-superears.
And [ know all this can be
achieved with four adults on
board without upsetting their
comfort.

But I alse know that this is
wihere the M3 has missed the
point. Itis not the first car to
mistake pace for pleasure
and {t will surely not be the
last. That is no cucuse, Tt is,
of course, still an enjoyable
car in which to travel; the
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Exclusive M3 wing mirrors ook wondariul

Now soaln for M3 only
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differcnce 15 that now it
matters less which sent you
are in. You can appreciate the
towering acceleration and
cheek-rippling grip from the
other side of the car just as
well. And you won't hove to
contend with steering that is
limle swifter and no more
communicative than that of
a 318 and a chassis that,
when it does let go, dovs o in
more of a skid than a genily
progressive shide,

The truth 1s — and BMW
admits it — this car 5 no
successor to the M3 atall, In
would like you to think of it
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BMW M3
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How fast
0-50mph

Tog speed 15Gmph

MPE: arhan 207
SEmph 435
Thimph ELY

A rewrmifactummr’s clalmed figares

How much?
33,000 Din-sabo T UK May 1593

How blg?

Length 4433 (1 75l
Width 171 0nm (GiFies)
Hedght 136 5amm |Sebins)
Wheelbase  2700mm (| Oins)
Walght [cluimed) 1 460kg (351610}
Foel tank B0 Eres (14,3 gala)

Engins
Max power 225007000

Glsecs

Capacity 20000c, 6 cytsin lina

h per 1000rpm
15t 4. 2/5.4 3nd 249780
3rd 1.B6713.688h 1.24/18.1
Sth 1.00/22.5 Fiad drive .15
Sunponsion
[Froat struts, colls, antiroll be
IRear multi-ink, cois, ant-red bar
Stoering
Tyme variabia eatio mok snd pision
Lock o kack 3 tums
Brakes
Fromit 31 5mm (12, 4ins) ventilaled
discs Raar 31 3mns (12.30n0E)
yotEated discs Anti-lock st
Wheels and tyres
Skea 7,51 17ins Made of cxif olloy
Tyres Michelin MO, 235740 2RIT
Mado by
BAAW A5, Munich, Germassy
Sold by
BN (GE) Lid, Ellestield Avenue,
Brackned Beiks RG128TA.
Ted 0344 426565

a5 a car cut from the mould
of the M635 CSi (hence the
286bhp power output);, a
swilt and efficient express, all
wrapped up in a2 beautiful
coupe shell, All these things
it undoubredly is. Anyone
looking for = spacious,
sophisticated albernative toa
Forsche 968 or Masda RX-7
will doubilbess be delighted. |
know T would be, Butif you
expect it o encapsulate the
spirit of the true road Facer as
its forerunner did so well,
wou are likely 1o be disap-
pointed, I know [ was, And
that's the bad news. B



