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Oberpfaffenhofen, Germamy—
Ithough its character and
appearance have changed,
the new BMW M3 wears the
same badge as its shirt-

| A sleeved predecessor. This s
misleading, bocause the news
for-1993 model—a  version
of which is due in the United

‘ States mext year, although
BMW has yet to admit this publicly—is
more of a sporty grand wuser than a
strect-legal rack racer. The old car
boasted an apgressive bov-racer body
il wing, a highly muned four-cylinder
engine, and » suspension designed maore
for speed thaon eomfort. The new maodel
is made of different stuff. It featines few
go-faster body add-ons, a much more
relmied—although exceedingly power-
ful—six-cylinder engine, and a chassis
thit cares as much about your intervens-
bral disks as it does aboul g-forees. This
latest M3 is thus an exceptionally fast,
compelent, and complete car, bot it
docsn't pump adrenaline guite like the
original,

The rew M3 does withaut the bulging
lenders and protroding air dams that
adomed the onginal model. Based on
the 325i coupe (called the 325is in the
States), the new top-of-the-ling 3-serics
moddel features sech subtle styling modi-
fications as a decper Tront bumper with
more air intakes and auxiliary driving
lamaps, more strengly seulplured rocker
sill extensions, a lower rear apron, mone
aerodynamic oulside mirrors, and a sel
of extre-wide light alloy wheels shod
with 23540ZR-17 vires. Inside, we lind
bosdy-hugging bucket seats in fabric and
stede or fall leather. The upper side bal-

sters move up and down with the head

restraints, which works 2 lot beter for

Woody Allen=sized bodies than for

those in the Cecil Fielder class. The new

M3 seats Four adulis in reasonalde com-

By
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Despile being

larger e
less chuckable,
the new: M3 is still
uncomuionly good,
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fort, and it comes with folding rear
backrests in case you want o bring two
extra orates of Dom Pérignon instead of
Tom and Harry,

The suspension of the M3 15 in princi-
ple-identical to that of the 3250, Among
the nideworhy detnl modifications ane
uter springs and shock ahsorbers, stiff-
er rubber bushings, revised transverse

links, stronger longitedingl arms, rein-
foreed uxle stubs, bigger spring plates,
and farger-diameter anti-roll baes. “The
clutch comes straight out of the M3, the
rear wheel bearings were borrowed from
the 850Ci, and the track was widened 1o
beel up the roedholding. Also new ane
varinble-rule power steering and notably
stronger brakes, Extra-large discs, a big-
ger master cylinder, and a recalibrated
anti-lock system ensure that the M3 will
decelerate from 62 mph to a stop in only
2.8 seconds.

But the new model not only brakes
better than the car it replaces; it also
goes quite 1 bit fiuster. Compancd with
the original 215-bhp, 2.3-liter four (192
bhp in U.S. trim), the state-of-the-ar,
24-valve in-line six in European-spec
M3s delivers 286 bhp at 7000 mm—33
percent more power and 39 percent
IOFE 107G,

The M3%s 2990-cc in-line six-cylin-
der, called the 550 in Europe, is based
locsely on the engine used in the 2.5-
liter 3254, but in the process of being up-
erded 10 Maotorsport standand, nearly
everything was changed. From {is all-
new cylinder head to its broce of free-
flow catalysts, it is virtually a new pow-
erplant. Our high-level sources inside

- BMW repon that, when the M3 amives

in the United States in the first quanter of

= 1994, it will have about 40 fewer horses

under its hood. This significant powcer
reduction s reguired so that American
M3s can be offered with BMW's excep-
tiomal five-speed automatie rnsmission
as an oplion, something the U.S. mar-
keting department determined was an
pbwolwe must.  Unformmately, BMW
haad e autoamatic that could stand up o
the power and revs generated by the Eu-
rapean engine, S0 detuning the 550 was
the oaly hope of homolegating an M3
for the States,

The good news is that the perfor-
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edlined at 7200
rpnm, the ligh-reviving
M3 powerplant is not

only j)ﬂﬁﬂﬂf bz&qu'g
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miance of LS. -spec M3s will not be al-
fected as much as you'd expect. Our
sources predict that the performance of
the Amencan model will “*virtually
mustch’” that of the European car “up 1o
about 100 mph,”” The statesicle M50 cn-
gine develops nearly the sume amount
[ 2% the European-version S50,
g Amcrican M3s to take ad-
s of that, the Bavarian engincers
predict that U5, M3s will take only 0.2
second longer to get to &0 mph than Eu-
PUMRCAN LTS,
.—'lmnj thatl mcans l]n_l.. Il be satisfyingly
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speed of 155 mph. A keast
as the acceleration from s

he: midrangg
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the 286-bhp BMW will, for instance,
sprint more gquickly from 50 1o 75 mph
than a 400-bhp Dodge Viper, and in
fourth Its nearly as fast from 50 to 75
mph as the 380-bhp (DIN) BMW
S50C5. Rediined ot 7200 pm. the
high-nevving M3 powerplant is not only

The M3 infenior
fright) i cozy amd off
Besiness, Seely affer

ety of katenal
support; upper bolviers
e fogetlner with the

e rexireaind,
Irstrumenis e mall

Purd Ay fo Fevad,

A five-speed mmumd
oy afarakonnd,

potent but also frugal. The average ofli-
cial fuel consumption works out oo mi-
serly 26 mpg, and even i the road in-
vites you to nail the pedal 1o the metal, it
i ne: Ll']‘- impossible w0 drop below the
| -mpz barmer.

The new simight-six is without o
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Left: No muore wings
il aliee Bowdy
panely for the VT,
165 muw yenderstafed,
e, dridl
exceptionally fosr,
Melaw: The 286-Uhp
striphr-siy is
exedvilivigly powednl
thraul e rey
bard, It &s wishouwt
tytresitin o o M
Jimest petrod enines
iy oo by,

doubt one of the finest gusoline engines
money can buy. 105 as Aexible as a V-8,
ds willing w0 mev us a four, and os
smooth-running as a V-12. Throttle re-
sponse is quick but never erratic, and the
torque supply is scamibess, Nuent, and
abundant. The magic of this drvetmin
lies in its abibty o wransform the M3
from a relaxed cruiser into a thorough-
bred sports car and back again, depend-
ing solely on what you do with your
rght foot—and the transition is prognes.
sive and melodious,

Because of the preater weight (579
more pounds) and the shightly more gen-
erous dimensions, the new M3 isa't
quite as chuckable and cager as last
year's Europe-only M3 Sport Evolution.
The neweomer turmns ina bit less aggres-
sively, it can’t be poimted toward the
apex wilh the same hit-that-coin-then:
precision, and it appears to be somewha
more nose-heavy, The steering has lost
the go-kart-like sharpness of the old car,
but 1 is still communicative, sulficiently
quick, and well weighted,

Although the old car was ot its best
on tght and winding roads with patch-
work  blackiop and frequent  camber
changes, the new M3 prefers its hunting

prounds to be fust ond evenly surfuced.
It feels cxceptionally stable through
high-specd corners and on cmpty st
bahns where the longer wheelbase and
the more acrodynamic body pay off, I
also has more grip, better roadholding,
and even stronger brakes, which are per-
lectly eusy 1o modulote and virwally un-
affected by fading. Unfortunately, the
M3 must still do without electronicully
adjustable dampers or a switchable trac-
tion control device, which would help
tic down the excitable rear end in treach-
erous conditions,

Lacking an electronic watchdog, the
e BRI M3 wall display an oecasion-
ally lurid 1l shicle that calls for a quick
response al the wheel and for a more
prudent throttle position, Because it has
a significamtly higher limit and vou now
have 286 instead of 215 bhp 10 play

BMW M3 (Gormion reodkel]

Front-aegete. roat wheel-doe couine

& pastonger, 2-door el body

Buose proce (estirnated, in Genmarny | 5290000

POWERTRAIM:

Moalve DOHC &-a-lne, 182 ¢u in (2990 cch
Prvarer DM 286 B (1) 7000 pm

Torcpas DI 236 B b o 3600 pm

el il Sraeam iaon

CHASSIS:

Incdependon! front ond npor sus perdion
Wariakle-trwe -ttt nockord pron sloeieg
Vered fraed omd seor disc beckes

L3TADTR- T Michetn NI tires

MEASUREMENTS:
Whelbaze (043 in
Lergth wwith wheght 1745067 305337 in
Curly wentht 3219 B

PERFORMAMCE {mondociurer's dosal
Q-85 ropi i & 5 o
Top spocd F35 mgh

COMPETITORS:
Meiendes-Berig S00E
Misson J00F X Tisbas
Fersche 348




The new M3 & not as raw ard
chnurckeaile as e moded i1
replaces. I’ faster, though, and
the well-balrreed el delivers

a mare comfortalile ride.
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with, the transition from mild undersicer
o wild oversteer happens more sudden-
ly than before. The car does comer mone
fatly, and it beams itsell even more
quickly from A to B than its predeces-
sor, but it is also more demanding o

drive along the narrow demarcation line
that separates drama from fragedy.
The 1993 model M3 is also still rather
noisy al high speeds, and although its
suspension acls inoa surprsingly spine-
Iriendly and compliant manner, the ride

gets Jittery on rough roads, and the sport
seats are about as well upholstercd as a
park bench. The standard equipment, on
the other hand, leaves little w be de-
sired, and the estimated U.S. asking
price of 540,000 is bound 10 make the
M3 one of the most seductive perfor-
mance-car bargains when it hits Amen-
cin showrooms in carly 1994, The new
slim-line version may not be quite as en-
tertaining to drive as the final metamor-
phosis of the defunct baimobile, but it is
significantly faster, better balanced—
and less likely to attract the eye of the
law. In other words, the new M3 may
be very different from the old M3, but
you can still describe it the same way:
uncommonly good! -



